New England

stippled or chequered in the sharpness of all its edges. As we
have said, a girl's silk ribbons, against this sober background,
had a brightness that was incomparable. A mere wrist and sleeve
could give as much pleasure as the brushwork of Velasquez.
There will have been exquisite delight in brown or black clothes
against a whitewashed wall. We must remember, too, the quilting
on which the Puritan women spent their leisure. It has been
written, also, that some of the most expert gardeners there have
ever been were the Quaker ladies. They were cut off from so
many of the ordinary activities of life that they had the time and
energy to devote themselves to flowers. We must think of them
as growing pinks or auriculas whose painted petals put them into
a gayer world than the actuality they knew themselves. It would
seem to be almost certain that in eastern America, as in Ireland,
some of the most beautiful and intricate of old florists' flowers
have been preserved entirely owing to the interest taken in them
by Quaker women. Such were the courts or cloisters of their
convent, for, as we have said, the Puritan or Quaker community
had the regularity, and much of the austerity of monastic life.
Such were the ornaments of their clausuray for they were allowed
none other.

And, in conclusion, there was for near background that in-
conceivable immensity which is the prime difference between
their day and our's. The possibilities were so enormous that it
was not worth while to think of them. Until the end of the
eighteenth century the colonists, perhaps two or three hundred
thousand in number, inhabited lands akeady far greater in
area than the whole extent of the British Isles. Only an indi-
vidual, here and there, can have had any idea of the distance
separating him from the Pacific Ocean at the far side of the
Continent. It was as far away as the coasts of England; but
even the longest voyage by sea, in company with all its hardships
and terrors, was nothing by comparison with a theoretical journey
across the American continent, from sea to sea. Also, in early
days, it was as unprofitable as to explore the upper air. No dis-
covery, however fabulous the wealth of it, if situated in the far
interior of the continent, could have ended but with the death
of nearly everyone concerned. The Spaniards, when they con-
quered Mexico, or Peru, were dealing with distances that were